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Greetings family and friends. I am so proud and 
honored to be the first recipient of the Marc 
Thompson Memorial Scholarship, sponsored by 
StirFry Seminars, which honors individuals in pursuit 
of higher education who have shown dedication and 
commitment to social justice in their personal and 
professional lives. 

One of the biggest reasons why I am who I am today 
is because of Marc Thompson. Marc and I met during 
the summer of 2011 on the set of Lee Mun Wah’s 
documentary film, “If These Halls Could Talk.” I was a 
20-year-old community college student at that time 
and a participant in the film. Marc, a student at Chico 
State University, initially served as a volunteer and crew member before becoming an 
impromptu cast member. From the moment we met, Marc became like an elder brother 
to me. After our scheduled film sessions, Marc and I would talk about everything from 
institutionalized racism to poker, pop culture and relationships. I was surprised at how 
vulnerable and open he was about his past and process. As a Black male I hadn’t often 
experienced that level of transparency from another brother. Even after the film, while we 
didn’t get the chance to talk often, when we did our conversations were very meaningful. 
Marc was a true friend in every sense of the word.

One of the things that I remember most about Marc was his fearlessness. One of the 
most popular parts of the film was the interaction between Marc and Leif. I remember 
that exact moment in time, sitting across from Marc shocked as he spoke his truth! I had 
never heard anyone speak to a white person the way that he did. It was the definition of 
Unapologetically Black before the term was thought of. And It freed me. In that moment I 
promised myself that I would learn to speak my truth in the same way that Marc did, and 
that I would never cater to the powerful by silencing the voices and experiences of my 
community, no matter what the consequence. I have tried to live up to that promise ever 
since. 

I was devastated when I heard the news of Marc’s death in 2014 and again when I 
found out that his case still remains unsolved. While I did not have the opportunity to 
attend his funeral service, I did pour libation for him and even today I call on him as an 
ancestor when I need the strength to speak and act. [Editor Note:  For information about 
Marc Thompson’s unsolved homicide case and how to get involved, please visit:  www.
stirfryseminars.com/JusticeForMarc].
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I am proud to say that since the film I transferred to California State University 
Dominguez Hills and earned a B.A. degree and M.A. degree in Sociology. During that 
time, I had opportunities to serve my community by working to mentor and promote 
success among Black and Latino Males in LAUSD schools and by serving as an affiliate of 
Black Lives Matter Long Beach. 

After my master’s degree, I helped create and was given the opportunity to serve as the 
Founding Project Coordinator for The Rose Black Resource Center; the first ever center 
for African-American students at CSU Dominguez Hills. Currently, I serve as a Regional 
Coordinator for an organization called Umoja Community Education Foundation. Umoja 
serves to enhance the cultural and educational experiences of African-American and 
underserved students at community colleges in the state of California. In this role I act as 
a statewide representative and advocate for Black student success in the San Diego area. 
I am also proud to announce that I have been accepted into a doctoral program at San 
Diego State University on Community College/Post-Secondary Leadership for which this 
scholarship is being conferred. 

I believe that my life’s purpose is to foster Black student agency. It is my sincere hope that 
by working and moving in this way, I make my community proud and I live up to Marc’s 
memory. Thank you so much for this scholarship! I will pay it forward in service to my 
community. 

Sincerely, 

Jonathan Henderson

If These Halls Could Talk cast members with Lee Mun Wah: (L to R) Marc Thompson, Jonathan Henderson,  Joe Rogers, and Marilyn Mercado-
Archer, Lee Mun Wah. Photo by Ren Dodge.

Credit the Grand Lake photos to Ren Dodge.



Contact Us:  510.204.8840  Trainings, Films & Diversity Products, ext. 103 • www.stirfryseminars.com • www.diversitytrainingfilms.com

** Held at the Quan Yin Training Center, 2311 8th Street, Berkeley, CA

For StirFry’s complete Calendar of Upcoming Events, please visit 
www.stirfryseminars.com/events 

StirFry Seminars & Consulting makes its acclaimed diversity 
documentary films available on-demand for individuals and 

students via digitally-streamed video at:  
www.DiversityTrainingFilms.com

There, you can view Director Lee Mun Wah’s latest film, If 
These Halls Could Talk as well as The Color of Fear, Last 

Chance for Eden and Stolen Ground.

Your rental fee allows you to access each film for your chosen 
time period (24 hours, 72 hours,  1 week, 1 month, 6 

months, 1 year). Please note StirFry Seminars’ Copyright and 
Use Agreement prior to purchase.

Purchase DVD copies of our diversity training films at:   
www.stirfryseminars.com/store

DiversityTrainingFilms.com 
Streaming rentals now available for extended rental periods: 

24 hours •  72 hours • 1 week 

1 month • 6 months • 1 year

Newly Discounted Prices! 
All films $50 (or less) and other 

products $25 (or less) 

www.stirfryseminars.com/store

or call us for a product catalog

510-204-8840 x 100

MINDFUL FACILITATION CERTIFICATE
1-Year Training Program:  June 2019-June 2020

This program provides an intensive level communication 
and facilitation (in-person and online) training to those 
wishing to develop their cultural intelligence, as well 
as individual and group process skills from a Mindful 
Facilitation and multicultural perspective. This program 
will also provide participants with the necessary skills and 
knowledge to work more effectively with educational and 
social institutions, professional environments, and diverse 
communities on diversity issues and cross-cultural needs 
and concerns.

Seats still available!
Register now: www.stirfryseminars.com/certification

Questions?  Schedule a time to speak with Lee Mun Wah, StirFry 
Seminars’ Executive Director and Certificate Facilitator Today!  
Contact 510-204-8840 x 103 for appointment availability.

STIRFRY CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

May 30, 2019 
Portland, OR

Culturally Responsive Techniques for Allies • 
National Conference on Race & Ethnicity in 
American Higher Education (NCORE)
Open to the Public

July 1, 2019 ** 
Berkeley, CA

Berkeley, CA Mindful Facilitation Certificate 
1-Year Program Begins!  Register Today:  
www.stirfryseminars.com/certification

June 19-23, 2019 ** 
and 
July 17-21, 2019 
Berkeley, CA

Cross-Cultural Facilitation Skills for Diversity 
Trainers, Educators & Therapists (all welcome)

Sept. 5 & 6, 2019 
Bethel, AK

Mindfully Resolving Conflicts in the Classroom; 
Creating a Culturally Responsive School 
Community; Let’s Get Real About Racism & 
Internalized Racism 
Lower Kuskokwim School District Conference 
Not Open to the Public

WE’VE LOWERED OUR PRODUCT 
PRICES ACROSS THE BOARD!

For More Information: 510.204.8840 ext. 103
or www.stirfryseminars.com/BTC

CROSS-CULTURAL
FACILITATION SKILLS

Facilitated by Lee Mun Wah & Rainbow Markell /All Welcome

Two sessions to choose from:
June 19-23  or  July 17-21, 2019

Wednesday 2 pm-9 pm; 
Thurs-Sat: 8 am - 5 pm; Sunday 8 am-2 pm

Quan Yin Training Center • 2311 8th Street, Berkeley, CA

for Diversity Trainers,Educators and Therapists:
5-Day Intensive

Facilitating a group with many cross-cultural perspectives and 
experiences requires a keen understanding and knowledge of 
how cultural differences can impact group dynamics, relation-
ships and their sense of safety. 

In this unique training, Lee Mun Wah will guide each participant 
through a series of exercises and  mindful techniques that will  
enhance their understanding of the impact of culture on 
relationships, conf lictual cultural situations, as well as how to 
develop a deeper and more authentic sense of community and 
openness within diverse groups. 

Participants will explore their perception and attitudes about 
diversity issues through the use of films, books, vignettes and 
personal stories.


