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In the next three issues, we will be sharing some of the most moving quotes from each of our
most popular films: The Color of Fear, Last Chance for Eden, and If These Halls Could Talk. All
of these films are sadly as relevant today as they were when they were first previewed over
twenty years ago. If you would like to see them all, they are each streamed on our website:
diversitytrainingfilms.com.
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wish you would be American or you
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would all agree to be American” ...you
know, what is presented to me as an
American does not look like me, does
not think like me, does not smell like me,
does not cry like me, does not play like
me. So for me to say that, to use that as
my primary identification, for me it means
to deny all, nearly all of me.

Loren Moye: You see, that’s one of the
major problems with racism. As a white
man, David Christensen, doesn’t have to
think about his position in life, his place

in the world. The history books tell him
that, as they are written, that this world is
his. He doesn’t have to think about where
he goes, what he does. He doesn’t have
to think like a white person. The way the
world has been set up, particularly in
America, white is human. So, he doesn’t
have to worry about, “How do | think like a
white person?” because they don’t have to
deal with that from day one. They step into
a world that is theirs.

(continued on next page)



Yutaka Matsumoto: | was talking to some
friends in a restaurant and some people started
asking me to get their food, to order their food.
This insidious thing you have to deal with daily.
Every day | go to a professional workshop,

“Oh, don’t | know you?” Every time, no one
recognizes me. We are all alike, right? This is

a continual thing. | even took your comment
(talking to David Christensen), when you naively
said, “You don’t look Japanese. I’'m not sure
what you look like.” But, it’s happened. It’s just
in the air that you breathe. And all these things
are doors to shut you out from something.

Victor Lewis: When you say your ethnicity
is American, there is no American
ethnicity. You had to throw away your
ethnicity to become American. That’s
what it means. You give up who you

are to become American. And you can
pretend that is okay, because you are
white. When we give up who we are to
become American, we know we’re dying
from it. You’re dying from it, too, but you
don’t know it necessarily. “Get ethnic,”
you know. | am not going to trust you until
you’re willing to be changed and affected
by my experience and transformed by my
experience as | am by yours every day.

Gordon Clay: / am sure that there were many times | felt
that people of color were being mistreated when | was in
basically black areas and seeing the cops around a lot. But,
| don’t think there was a lot of awareness. It was more just
numbness. “It doesn’t happen to me. It doesn’t happen in my
area. And so, that is somebody else’s problem.”




David Lee: | am turning my identity as an American
to fight against the white supremacist notion that
only white people merit the status of the title
“American”. But, | am also Chinese. | am very proud
of that. And for a (white) person to look at me and
say, “You're just like me, we're both “American”
totally insults me because it denies my identity as
Chinese person, too.

Hugh Vasquez: There’s something different that’s
happened. What'’s different that’s happened for
us, and I'm speaking as a people, borders on
genocide, take over, and colonization. You know
what happens to me when | pass a mission? Not
the same thing that happens to every group that
passes a mission. There is something different
when | hear Father Junipero Serra. What do you
think of? It’s chopping off of hands. It’s slavery.
That’s what'’s different. And it gets tiring to not to
have that difference known. It gets tiring to not
have that difference acknowledged and to keep
talking about it. That’s what gets tiring.

David Christensen: | grew up in this area with
friends of all races and we would read in the
news, see on the television of racial struggles
in other areas and could not comprehend how
that could be — why they had to cause struggle
and strife with each other. Why couldn’t they be
at home, happy and productive together? And
| don’t think that anybody should be less than
another. | grew up in this area right alongside
the Native Americans and some of them today
are my dearest friends. I like their cultures, yes.
And | even seek after their artifacts from their
history. There is no struggle or strife if we don’t
cause it.




SAVE THE DATE!

Lee Mun Weh's i 5iﬁho{m1 Celebration

Join other workshop participants, StirFry trainers,
interns and staff, cast members and friends
for a Potluck BBQ celebrating Lee Mun Wah's birthday.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2023
12 NOON TO 4 PM PACIFIC
&VL@MMW%LW Cralens
2311 &t Shedt, MW LA 90

Please RSVP at sayeh@stirfryonline.com and let us know how
many in your group and what you'll contribute to the potluck (main
dish, salad, beverage, etc. Vegan and gluten-free dishes welcome!)



